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THE GUARD-ROOM AT THE HORSE GUARDS.

To what tortures is poor humanity put for the sake of ap-
pearances ! &deg;. As if the misery of being compelled to sit on
horseback for hours together, in a stiff and complicated uni-
form, for the special admiration of small boys and nursemaids
passing by, were not sufficient, the splendid fellows who form
our Household Cavalry are compelled to undergo other sacri-
fices, which, if not so public, are not the less real on that
account. Passing from the office of the Quartermaster-General,
we requested a tall and boarded Scotchman, who was lounging
about the Horse-guards Gate, to show his guard-room, which,
of course, we expected to find in keeping with the whiteness
of his breeches, or the shining of his boots and helmet. Alas !

nothing of the kind. He offered to show his quarters, with a

species of apology. " Take care," said he, as we passed along
the dark corridor, with its glimmering of gas to replace the
daylight we had left, -- " take care, for it is sare darli, and ye e
may tumble up the steps." And so we groped our way into a
wretched guard-room, with a miserable fire, and a few bare
benches and tables, from which the remnants of dinner had
been but just removed. Not a single comfort to be seen. The

windows small and dark, and the place more conformable to
the back kitchen of a pothouse than to a place where decent
men, in a clean and splendid uniform, might be expected to
abide. There were thirteen men on guard; two corporals
being lodged in separate rooms-one in a solitary cell below,
the other in a dirty and neglected room above, where, most
erroneously, he is supposed to sleep. Ascending an open stair-
case, we reached a large and comfortless barrack-room, where
several weary warriors were resting on their beds, encased in
uniform, not, we may reasonably suppose, in expectation of
being called to sudden duty, but simply because the day was
cold, and a single gaslight did scant duty for a fire. Nor was

their kitchen in a better state. Descending below the surface
of the earth, we found ourselves beneath an ancient-looking
crypt, reminding us strongly of cathedral vaults. Three

coppers and a table constitute its furniture. All the food is

boiled, and, to our astonishment, these fine guardsmen, like
woodcocks, live by suction, although our Scotch conductor
assured us that the soup was " vera gude. 

" We were told
that an oven had been promised several years ago ; but, alas !
it was an extravagance beyond the public means, and has 
never yet arrived. Emerging into the air, we passed the
mounted statue in his canopy, waiting patiently for the mo-
ment when, like the Commandant in "Don Juan," he might
descend to supper, with the reflection that if the nation in-

dulges in absurd vagaries, it is bound at least to see that its
victims are housed and fed with some regard to decency. 

ALLEGED ILL-TREATMENT OF A PAUPER AT
LAMBETH WORKHOUSE.

A PROTRACTED inquiry has just been concluded at the Lam-
beth Workhouse before Dr. Markham, Poor-law Inspector,
relative to the alleged ill-treatment of an epileptic pauper
named Mary Ann Garnham. It is said that she was placed in
a dark cell which is unfit for human occupation; that she was
subjected to great fright and violence ; and that on the fol-
lowing day she was seized with a series of paroxysms of such
an alarming character as to lead the surgeon to send to the
magistrate with a view to her evidence being taken as before
death. An immense mass of irrelevant and conflicting evi-
dence has been adduced, so that it is utterly impossible’to
express an opinion upon the case until Dr. :i’I1arkham’s report
shall appear. Enough, however, has been shown to enable us to
state that very little consideration appears to have been made
for the natural irritability of epileptics, and the nervous and
physical prostration to which they are undoubtedly subject,

THE RETIRING MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL
MEDICAL COUNCIL.

WE understand that Professor Christison and Dr. Parkes
have each been asked to serve again as Crown representatives
on the Medical Council, and we are glad to say that they have
both consented to do so. Dr. Andrew Wood has been re-clected
for two years to represent the College of Surgeons of Edin-
burgh. This College has determined to elect in future for two
years instead of five years. The re-election of Dr. Wood will

give satisfaction at once to the profession and to his colleagues
in the Council. No member of that body works harder or better,
and he is the champion of the principle of the direct represen-
tation of the profession in the Council. Professor Syme, who
represented the Universities of Edinburgh and Aberdeen, is
among the retiring members. The Aberdeen University, p2-o-
bably not unnaturally thinking itself entitled to the nomina-
tion of the next representative of the two Universities, has
chosen Dr. Macrobin, Professor of the Practice of Physic, and
Dean of the Medical Faculty of the University. It cannot be
doubted that the Edinburgh University will again choose
Mr. Syme. Under these circumstances the Privy Council will
decide. With every sympathy with the University of Aber-
deen, we trust that in the present circumstances of the Council
the Privy Council will decide in favour of Professor Syme.
He is the prime mover of the present Education Committee,
which is accumulating important material for much needed
legislation; and it would be very unfortunate if the Council
were to lose the benefit of the services of a clinical teacher of
such great experience and success.

Correspondence.

THE VALUE OF THE ART OF SKETCHING TO
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

" Audi alteram parfem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,&mdash;The admirable address delivered at St. George’s Hos-

pital, and published in your last week’s LANCET, is well worthy
of wide circulation.
Permit me to call attention to one of Dr. Acland’s remarks

which seems almost to have escaped notice in other addresses,
but which is certainly more important than is generally
admitted. Dr. Acland says:&mdash;"Of course you all practise
out-of-door sketching when you can. Sir Charles Bell, Sey-

mour Haden, Prescott Iieswtt, Henry Monro, Chambers, andSolly, have shown you the way; and if you do not follow,
when you are older you will make bad diagrams, and will be
worse lecturers than you might have been."

It appears to me the art of drawing has a far more practical
bealing than is here implied, for Dr. Acland seems only to
suggest it as a "vacation" amusement. I believe it may be a
vast aid to a medical man throughout his professional career.
It would take up too much time to cite instances in proof of
this ; and happily these are too evident to escape those who
consider the subject. I may, however, remark that a well-
prepared drawing of a, dissection or a microscopical preparation
may save hours of book drudgery, and must lead to clear and
accurate ideas, whilst to the busy practitioner the rapid sketch
of a morbid growth, or the mere outline of a diseased limb,
may convey to the mind more than pages of careful notes. To
those who teach, good diagrams are absolutely essential, and
none are so good as those fresh from the hand of the teacher
himself. I myself had the rare privilege of being the pupil of
a man who not only knew well how to teach, but who could
illustrate his lectures on the slate in a manner which made
many regret his chalk drawings were so soon to be erased.
And this, which might be termed the charm of Dr. Sharpey’s
lectures, was a main feature in the class which was then con-
ducted by Dr. Harley, who was an excellent draughtsman; y
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each organ or tissue which was examined by the microscope
was also sketched, and at the end of the season the industrious
student had, if not a valuable, at least an interesting collection
of microscopic drawings.

Drawing, then, may be said pre-eminently to cultivate the
eye as to form, size, and relation, and it certainly educates the
touch in a manner scarcely second to the use of the scalpel in
the dissecting-room. When it is remembered that in many 
surgical operations the knife is carried in straight lines or
curves, surely it is some satisfaction to the surgeon to feel that
his eye has been previously educated in these things, and will
safely guide his hand.
May I venture to hope that the art of sketching and paint-

ing, which now-a-days forms part of the education of most of
the better classes, will become almost a necessity in our pro-
fession ? One has only to glance at the beautifully executed
drawings of Sir Robert Carswell and Sir Charles Bell to feel
that these men at least have set us an example in this respect
which all must admire, and more might follow with advantage.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Chatteris, Oct. 1-t, 1868. ARTHUR HENSMAN.ARTHUR HENSMAN.

OUR ARMY DOCTORS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;I met with some old numbers of TiiE LANCET, in
which I read some articles that interested me in consequence
of their advancing views which I have long held. Reductions
and retrenchments are the order of the day. What is the
direction which these ought to take as regards the Army
Medical Department ? ‘?

1st. Abolish all governors, captains of orderlies, and other
persons not amenable to the orders of the principal medical
officer. 

-

2nd. Place all purveyors, hospital orderlies, and nurses,
whether paid or voluntary, under the control of the senior
medical officer.

3rd. Hold him responsible for everything in his hospital;
give him power to dismiss any nurse for misconduct, and to
fine any hospital orderly for drunkenness, absence, or minor
offence. Any breach of discipline which he wishes to have
punished let him send the individual to the officer commanding
the district or station, with a description of the crime and
summary of evidence.

4th. Amalgamate all medical men, purveyors, and the
orderlies into one corps. Let the dress be plain and simple,
but officer-like, for all medical men ; badges for rank. Abolish
cocked hats, black belts, arms, and accoutrements, and give
them some convenient case or packet for instruments. ’

5th. Attach medical officers to regiments, with power to
remain if desirous of doing so.

I cannot myself conceive why a medical man requires a
sword more than the parson. The latter works with the sword
of the Spirit, and the former with the sword-of the lancet.
Those of the profession who lust after mock military display

are not worthy of their high calling. Medical officers may de-
pend upon it that they will have everything to gain in the
future, whatever the past may have been, from dwelling upon
the importance of the word medical as contrasted with that of
officer. After some nineteen years’ experience as a combatant
officer in all climes, I am proud to reckon among my warmest
friends many medical men of the service, who are not only
well read and good professional gentlemen, but men of com-
mon sense. They require to be treated with confidence and
fairness, and they will not only care for those under their
charge, but also save the public large sums of money, not by
sparing sixpennyworths of medical comforts, but by saving the
life and health of the soldier.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
AN OLD COMBATANT OFFICER.

EDUCATION AT THE ROYAL MEDICAL
COLLEGE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;Your correspondent whose letter is dated Oct. 13th
places the question of the instruction given at the Royal
Medical College in a worse light than I was at all aware of
when I addressed you last week. If what he advances is

correct, the time has arrived for the Committee to institute

a searching investigation, and, without fear or favour, to clear
away what is inefficient in the establishment, and to remodel
it upon a better plan.

In my former letter I mentioned two schools as standing
prominently in the honours’ lists of the University of London,
and I know that of the pupils sent from them for examination
a far less proportion fail than your correspondent of this week
states have done from the Medical College.

I believe that the pupils of the College are all sons of medi.
cal men, most of whom will become acquainted with the dis-
cussion now going on in your journal upon this subject. If those
whose sons have been rejected will take the trouble to send a
few lines to THE LANCET, mentioning the branches that have
proved stumbling-blocks, means will be obtained for learning
wherein the school is weak. 1 suspect regular drill is wanted
in such things as Composition, English History, and Natural
Philosophy. It is important to remember that the Pvatricula-
tion Examination exacts a certain proficiency in every subject
examined upon, and that a candidate might have enough
marks in five to place him at the head of the honours’ list,
but if he failed in the sixth he would be plucked.
Hoping that the head-master of the College, or some one or

more of the Committee, will vouchsafe some explanation to the
parents of pupils through THE LANCET,

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
A SUBSCRIBER TO THE ROYAL MEDICAL COLLEGE.

October 16th, 1868.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;I, as an old Epsomian, can fully corroborate the state-
ments made in your impression of last week by " A Subscriber
to the College," as regards the lamentable negligence displayed
by the presiding authorities concerning "preliminary exami-
nations." Even the College of Surgeons’ Preliminary Exami-
nation had to be worked for out of school hours, and the
London University Matriculation was prepared in the same
manner. The wonder is that not more of the Epsom candi.
dates for matriculation are rejected than are, and the only way
in which I can account for it is, that (in my time) no one
offered himself as a candidate unless he was in either the fifth
or sixth form,-classes in which work was done, or ought to
have been done, of a much higher stamp than is necessary for
any preliminary examination. Of course, the requisite mathe-
matics were unavoidably taught (unless the candidate happened
to be in an unusually low mathematical class) ; but some of
the other requisite subjects were almost or entirely passed over
by the authorities, who seemed to have an idea that we were
sent to Epsom to pick up whatever they in their wisdom might
think fit to give us to learn, quite regardless of any special ex-
amination which might materially tend to influence a lad’s
future. The subjects more particularly neglected were Che-
mistry and Natural Philosophy. I allow Chemistry was
taught, but inadequately ; a lecturer came but once a week,
and after a course of twelve or fourteen lectures began his
subject over again, and by the time the course of lectures was
concluded the class had rarely made such progress as would
enable the majority of its members to pass the Chemistry
paper at Matriculation, without extra work out of school.
And this class was an "extra," and not included in the com-
mon course of studies.

In conclusion, I can only add that Natural Philosophy was
entirely neglected, and lett to the discretion of the student
himself. And these two subjects are the special stumbling-
blocks of the Epsom candidate for matriculation. Cannot
this be remedies ?

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
OLD EPSOMTAN.

PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.

(FROM OCR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

; M. GU&Eacute;RIN’S views on puerperal peritonitis and the facts
by which he supports them have been severely criticised by
the various orators who have spoken on the subject at the
Academy. Indeed, M. Gu&eacute;rin has been rather roughly
handled by the obstetrical members of the Academy, upon
whose domain he had more especially encroached. M. Depaul
and M. Blot, the two gentlemen to whom I allude have con-


